THE ODYSSEY // BOOKS 4-6

STUDENT- FRI ENDLY READI NG + 20 COVPREHENSI ON QUESTI ONS

BOOK 4 // SPARTA AND NEW | NFORMATI ON

Tel emachus and Nestor's son Peisistratus arrive in Sparta, where Menel aus and Hel en
are celebrating fam |y weddi ngs. Menel aus wel comes the travel ers before fully
knowi ng who they are. The wealth of his pal ace anazes Tel emachus, but Menel aus
expl ains that wealth cannot erase the suffering and | osses caused by the Trojan War.

Menel aus eventually realizes that the young visitor is Odysseus's son. Helen al so
recogni zes the resenbl ance. The conversation turns toward Qdysseus, and both Hel en
and Menel aus tell stories that enphasize his intelligence, endurance, and skill wth
di sgui se.

Menel aus then tells Tel emachus about his own difficult return from Troy. He expl ains
how he captured the shape-shifting sea god Proteus and forced himto revea
information. Proteus told himthat Odysseus was still alive but trapped on Cal ypso's
i sl and.

This is the clearest information Tel emachus has received: his father is not
confirmed dead. The search has finally produced real hope.

Back in Ithaca, the suitors |learn that Tel emachus has left. Angry that he acted
wi t hout them they plan an anbush to kill himwhen he returns. Penel ope discovers
the plan and becones terrified for her son. Athena sends reassurance through a
dream

BOOK 5 // ODYSSEUS LEAVES CALYPSO

The story finally shifts directly to Odysseus. He has spent years on the island of
t he nynph Cal ypso. She offers confort, beauty, and even imortality, but Odysseus
still longs for Ithaca. His desire for nostos is stronger than the pronise of an
endl ess life away from hone.

The gods deci de that Odysseus nust be rel eased. Hernes carries Zeus's conmand to
Cal ypso. She is angry about the gods' double standards but agrees to | et Odysseus
| eave.

Qdysseus builds a raft and sails away. For a time, the journey goes well. Then
Posei don sees himand creates a violent storm QOdysseus is nearly destroyed at sea.

The sea goddess Ino gives Odysseus a protective veil and tells himto abandon the
damaged raft. Athena al so hel ps cal mthe w nds. Odysseus struggles through the water
until he reaches the I and of the Phaeaci ans.

Exhaust ed and al one, he hides beneath | eaves and falls asleep. H's survival depends
on perseverance, divine assistance, and his wllingness to keep noving toward home
even after another disaster
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BOOK 6 // NAUSI CAA AND THE STRANCER

At hena appears in a dreamto Nausicaa, daughter of the Phaeaci an ki ng and queen, and
encourages her to go wash clothing near the river. The suggestion places Nausi caa
exactly where she needs to be when Odysseus wakes near by.

After washing the clothes, Nausicaa and her attendants play with a ball. Their

voi ces wake Qdysseus. He energes dirty, exhausted, and nearly naked after his ordea
at sea. The attendants run away in fear, but Athena gives Nausicaa courage to
remai n.

Qdysseus nust decide how to approach her without frightening her. Instead of
grabbi ng her knees as a traditional suppliant mght, he stays at a respectful

di stance and uses careful, flattering speech. H's survival now depends on soci al
intelligence rather than physical strength.

Nausi caa responds wi th conpassi on. She provides clothing, food, oil, and
instructions for reaching the pal ace. She explains that Odysseus shoul d appea
especially to her nother, Queen Arete.

Qdysseus follows the plan. Book 6 ends with himcloser to transportation hone than
he has been in years. The epi sode al so shows another form of heroism know ng when
strength will not solve the problem
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THE ODYSSEY // BOOKS 4-6 //
COVPREHENSI ON

Nane: Peri od: Dat e:

1. How does Menel aus denpbnstrate xenia when Tel emachus arrives in Sparta?

2. Wy does Menel aus say his wealth does not make his life conpletely happy?

3. Wiat qualities of Qdysseus are enphasized by Hel en and Menel aus?

4. \Wo is Proteus, and why does Menel aus need hinf?

5. What inportant informati on does Proteus provi de about Odysseus?

6. Wiy do the suitors plan to anbush Tel emachus?

7. How does Athena help Penel ope after she learns of the plot?

8. What does Cal ypso of fer Odysseus that he still rejects?

9. How does (Odysseus's decision to | eave Cal ypso denpnstrate nostos?

10. Why does Hernes visit Cal ypso?

11. What new obstacl e does Poseidon create for Odysseus?

12. Name two forms of divine intervention that hel p Odysseus survive the storm

13. In what condition does Odysseus reach the Phaeacian | and?

14. Wiy is Nausicaa near the river when Odysseus wakes?

15. How do Nausicaa's attendants react when Odysseus appears?
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16. Wiy does Odysseus choose to speak froma di stance rather than physically
approach Nausi caa?

17. What does Nausicaa provide for Qdysseus?

18. Wy does Nausicaa tell Odysseus to appeal to Queen Arete?

19. How do Books 4-6 show that hospitality can deternine whether a traveler
survives?

20. Comnpare Tel emachus and Odysseus in Books 4-6. How is each character noving
toward honme or fam |y even though their journeys |ook different?
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