THE ODYSSEY // VOCABULARY SET 1

EPI C FOUNDATI ONS // STUDENT REFERENCE + PRACTI CE

TERM WORKI NG DEFI NI TI ON

EPI C A long narrative centered on a hero whose journey
matters to a larger culture or society.

EPI C HERO A larger-than-life central figure with unusua
ability, a major quest, high stakes, and hunman
flaws.

I N MEDI AS RES Beginning a story in the mddle of the action
i nstead of at the chronol ogi cal begi nning.

XENI A The ancient G eek expectation of hospitality and
mut ual respect between host and guest.

HUBRI S Dangerous or excessive pride that can cause a
character to ignore limts, warnings, or
consequences.

NOSTOS Honecoming - especially the struggle or desire to

return hone after a | ong journey.

EPIC SIM LE A long, detailed conparison that devel ops an inmage
beyond a brief simle.

DI VINE | NTERVENTION | Direct invol venent by a god or supernatural power in
human events.

QUI CK PRACTI CE

1. Which term best describes a hero' s dangerous pride? Explain in one sentence.

2. Wiy might an author choose to begin a story in nmedias res?

3. G ve one example of good xenia a travel er woul d hope to receive.

4. What is the difference between an epic hero's ability and an epic hero's fl aw?
5. Wiy is nostos nore than sinmply traveling fromone |ocation to another?

6. Wite a one-sentence exanple of divine intervention in an inaginary story.
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7. Wiich two terns do you predict will create the nost conflict for Qdysseus?
Expl ai n.

8. Draw a small synbol beside each vocabulary termthat will help you remenber it.
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